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RECOMMENDATION OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE BISHOP OF TRENTON, N. J. 
Dear Reverend Mother: 


I am indeed pleased to recommend most heartily the Apostolic work of the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. You are laboring in your own quiet way, and in accordance 
with the wishes of our Holy Father, Pius XI, gloriously reigning, solely that Our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, may be better known and better loved by those for whom he gave 
His life on the Cross that all men might have life, and have it more abundantly. 

Any assistance given you will be rewarded by the Saviour Himself, who has promised: 
“Whosoever shall give a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, amen, I say to you, 
he shall not lose his reward.’ I am sure such a labor of love needs no further commendation 
to the good priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Trenton. 


Wishing you every blessing in your noble work, I beg to remain, 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Me MOSES E. KILEY, 


July 24, 1934. Bishop of Trenton. 


How to Help the Missions 


PRAYER: —wWithout the grace of God the Missionaries could do nothing whatever for the salvation of 


souls. By praying for them you bring down God's blessing upon them and their apostolic 


labors. 


SUFFERINGS: —To unite one’s sufferings, trials and hardships to those of Jesus on the Cross and 
offer them for the salvation of pagan and Mohammedan souls. 
ALMS:—if no one would support the Missionaries they could again do nothing. 


8 GOOD WAYS OF HELPING 
THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A SISTER 


ae paar tei Riis nieces tress teeoetoy ia us casaceep a 

THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A DISPENSARY a Se et inca ae 

TO RANSOM A YOUNG GIRL FOR A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE .......................--..-.--- 20.00 

TO RANSOM A BABY ...._.......... BIL TIA Sh BE OMEN ATURE Se IN ED RNR a 5.00 

ho ek eR CP by ee ae | Ok Y , ne ne 2.00 

hep ei CPE Oe) OP @ iRise y | hs 1.00 

TO CLOTHE A CHILD FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION .......W0000002--2...00..2-..---2e00-22= 1.00 

TO KEEP A SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING FOR A MONTH ..........00000.00..--...--...------- 1.00 

Is not one of these ways according to your means? 
SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 
Three Masses are said monthly for the CONTESTS 

living and deceased benefactors of the Con Mary Hearkens to the Prayers of her Child... 3 
gregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our The Spisit of the Congregation of the 
Lady of Africa. Moreover, they share in the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 4 
prayers and apostolic labors of over twelve ; 
hundred White Sisters, who are working in African Anecdotes ....................- sesteeratenseenensenence 6 
the African Missions; and in the prayers and Oh, Those Foreigners! 00000.0.000.00cccceccceeccseceseeeeeee 7 
acts of self denial that the Natives, so willing- eres ee ne oe ae ; 
ly, offer up daily for their benefactors. 


—— : = Religious Vocations are evident among 
can : Ee oo Beene ee 8 
To avoid the Mission unnecessary expense, kindly . 
notify us immediately of a change of address. If you 
do not, the postal authorities will tax us for their 
notification. Blessed Are The Pure of Heart ............................ 10 


The Virtues of Guy de Fongalland 


THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. An- 
nual subscription, $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Mary Hearkens to the Prayers of Her Child 


HAT a Mother, such as Mary, should 
answer the pleas of her children 
seems quite natural for our Negroes; 

therefore, they throw a veil over her bene- 
fits, keeping the secret of their familiar 
intercourse with their heavenly mother. 
Their filial confidence, however, enables 
us to detect the attitude of Mary toward 
them. 


Can an earthly. mother resist the plead- 
ings of her little children? Children! such 
the Negroes are and they remain, even 
when the weight of years has whitened 
their wooly heads. Is it not, then, their 
child-like simplicity that is the cause of 
the powerful influence they exert over the 
maternal heart of Mary? At all events it 
is their ingenuousness that allows us to 
lift a corner of the veil. 


“Despite the chilliness of early Novem- 
ber mornings in the Soudan, before day- 


break, an aged Negro would furtively 
leave his hut. 

“Where are you going, Samba, at this 
early hour?” 

“IT am going to greet the Mother of Jesus 
and my Mother,” he would reply, pointing 
to the mission church. His fervor did not 
permit his waiting until sunrise. 

As artlessly as a little boy of four, the 
old man would tell his many trials and 
troubles to his beloved Mother. 

‘Samba, when you speak to Mary, does 
she answer?” 

“She tells me, ‘Be patient; wait a little; 
all will be well.’ 

One night, Samba did not return to his 
hut. Jesus seemed to say to him, as of 
old He said to His Apostles: ‘‘Can you not 
watch one hour with me?” and he re- 
mained with his God. 


Then toward morning, did Jesus say: 
“Sleep now and take thy rest?” At any 
rate, not wishing to 
sleep at the foot of the 
Tabernacle, Samba left 
church; and lying on 
the ground near the 
door, he fell asleep. 

His rest was of short 
duration, for the ringing 
of the Angelus roused 
the old man from his 
slumber; and he re- 
turned to his watch. 

After Mass, Samba 
was again before the 
image of the Blessed 
Virgin and he prayed: 
“Mother, I have come 
to see you; I am hun- 
gry. Since yesterday 
morning I have had 
nothing to eat and a 
mother nourishes her 
children. I have come 
to you because I know 
you can appease my 
hunger. Are you not 
the mother of all men? 
Have you not enough 
al food to supply all man- 
ee kind?” Then, after con- 
templating our Lady a 
few minutes, Samba 
withdrew. 

“What did Mary an- 
swer, Samba?” 

( Continued on page 6 ) 
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The Spirit of the Congregation of the 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 


Dedicated to the White Sisters of Tomorrow 


From time to time young souls who feel attracted to missionary work and are in- 
terested in the White Sisters ask for information concerning the life-work and purpose 
of the Congregation. It is for their instruction that we write this brief survey. 

Each religious Order or Congregation has its own particular spirit just as each indi- 
vidual has his own personality and even as each of the elect has its own physiognomy. 
All God's works bear this two-fold character of infinite variety yet perfect unity. 

The various Religious Orders and Cangregations exist for one purpose: the glory 
of God which they strive to attain in two ways: the sanctification of the members and 
the fulfillment of the specific aim of the institute whether it be teaching, the care of the 
sick or the poor, or missionary work. 

It is in the pursuit of its aim that an institute reveals the spirit which animates it. 
True, many Orders and Congregations exist for the same purpose but, on examination, 
we note differences either in their manner of tending toward their aim or their view of that 
aim and in the kind of life the Religious live. It is this ensemble of tastes, inclinations, 
manner of thinking and acting which constitues what is called the ‘Spirit’ of an institute. 

The future of a Religious Order or Congregation depends on the preservation of 
its Spirit. Hence this spirit which has been engendered by the Founder must be 
maintained at any cost. 

It is always the Holy Ghost who recruits the volunteers for an Order or Congrega- 
tion. Sometimes we think that we have made the choice of a certain Order or Congre- 
gation for our life work but in reality it is God who has chosen us. The Gospel confirms 
this belief. God calls and at the same time implants in the genuine soul, a whole 
ensemble of attractions which predispose it to become impregnated with the Spirit of 
the Order or Congregation so that, once the call has been heeded, the soul tastes that 
joy which each creature experiences at being in its own element. 


The Spirit of the White Sisters 


The Conaregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa has therefore 
its own Spirit, too, which it received from its founder, Cardinal Lavigerie. 

In the first place it aims at glorifying God by the sanctification of its members 
and by Missionary zeal especially by zeal for these Missions in the interior of Africa. 
It is this last mentioned purpose which gives the Congregation its distinctive trait and 
assigns it its réle of Christian Charity and apostolic zeal among the women of Africa. 

To sum up, the characteristics of its spirit are: 1) Love for the interior life—which 
is manifested by great care to preserve this precious treasure amid the distracting 
labors of the apostolate. 2) Devotion to God, to Mary and the souls of the unfortu- 
nate infidels of Africa—a more than ordinary devotion, as the Directory points out. 

As for this extraordinary devotion it is shown: 1) By a perfect obedience to all 
God's representatives from the Holy Father the Pope, Christ's Vicar on earth, down to 
the last Superior. 2) By great generosity in embracing the privations and fatigues of the 
Apostolic Life, which entails practising poverty in lodging, furniture, clothing, food, etc. 

The distinctive mark of the Congregation has three more traits: Simplicity, Cor- 
diality, in the intercourse of the Sisters among themselves, and in their relations with 
their Superiors; also Virility. 


. A few thoughts from our Founder will throw some light on the special spirit that he 
infused into the Congregation at its inception. 


Being an ardent apostle, himself, he realized the necessity of holiness to a mission- 
ary vocation. 


“All, absolutely all, depends on the intensity of our spiritual life and we shall neither con- 
vert nor sanctify anyone unless we begin by working courageously at our own sanctification.” 

“Only at death shall I cease preaching to you the necessity of personal sanctification 
and only then shall | cease warning you against the danger of allowing yourself to become 
so engrossed in exterior works as to lose sight of God and your soul.” 
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“Missionaries can accomplish nothing without her help” 


“The Missionary must be in the first place, a shining light by the holiness of his life, 
for genuine zeal has its seat in the heart and is born of love of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“The life of the missionary is a life of devotedness. He must be all things to all men 
because he has said to the Lord of all: ‘I am all Thine’.” 


He, whose motto was but one word, “Charity” never ceased exhorting to love of 
neighbor. 

“Treat children with great kindness so as to win their hearts.” 

“Nurse the sick with faith.” 

“My daughters, go among the native women enlighten them by your example, win their 
hearts by your charity, and instruct them by word of mouth.” 


Cardinal Lavigerie recognized the infallible signs of true devotedness, obedience 
first and foremost: 

“Obedience will be your distinctive virtue. Do not forget that your sanctification depends 
on it.” 

‘Without obedience there is no real virtue, no graces from God, no apostolate is possible. 
But with perfect obedience all this is assured.” 

Then, there is the cross in our daily work: 

“It is only in knowing how to suffer much without being discouraged and without com- 
plaining that you can triumph over obstacles.” 

“My daughters, | would not have you draw back from any suffering, not even from 
death, when there is question of advancing God’s Kingdom.” 

“May God in His Goodness keep in you a spirit of generous joy. May He give you the 
strength to sacrifice everything, even yourselves, for the salvation of those unfortunate souls 
to whom He sends you.’ 

Love of God and souls manifests itself by a life ever growing in intensity through 
union with Christ and devotedness to His members. And this is what Cardinal Lavigerie 
required of his children. Moreover, He wanted them to cherish devotion to Mary. 

“I have always hoped to see my sons tenderly devoted to Mary and also sustained and 
guided by her.” 

“I have always been persuaded that I could effect no good without the intercession and 
protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I believe that Missionaries can accomplish nothing 
without her help.” 

The es of Algiers who welcomed the first postulants that came from 
Brittany, in answer to his appeal September 8, 1869 inscribed in the first pages of 
the Constitutions: ( Continued on page 10 ) 
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African Anecdotes 


Sister was relating the story of Lot's wife who, 
forgetting the angel’s command, looked back and, 
for her curiosity, was turned into a pillar of salt. 
The children were quite impressed and one little 
one called out: “Sister, is that the salt we eat?” 


During an instruction for their First Communion, 
the Missionary, wishing to inspire his young audi- 
ence with the fear of hell, repeated several times 
that when one goes there it is for eternity. Then 
he asked: “Did you understand?” 

“Yes, Father, you said ‘forever’ six times,” re- 
plied a little Negro. 


The little children from the outlying villages were 
at the mission for a few weeks preparation for their 
First Holy Communion. After the first dinner, Sister 
asked the smallest boy: 

“Do you say grace before and after meals at 
home as you do at the mission?” 


“Not exactly in the same way,” came the answer. 
“Before meals I said: ‘Bless me O Lord and the 
food I am about to take; but after meals I said: 
‘Bless me O Lord and the food I have taken’.” 


MARY HEARKENS TO THE PRAYERS 
OF HER CHILD 
( Concluded from page 3 ) 


“She said, ‘Be patient you shall get food. I will 
tell the people of your village to give you to eat.’” 

Assured, without the least shadow of a doubt, 
Mary's client returned to his hut; and, through her 
solicitous care, he never more went hungry. 

Oh, how Samba understood the words of his 
Lord: ‘Consider the lilies of the field how they 
grow; they labor not, neither do they spin... .” 


Another morning, in rags and tatters, shivering 
before the statue of Mary, Samba asked: ‘Mother, 
does it honor you that I come to visit you in rags? 
If you do not give me clothing, I will steal some.” 

“Do not get angry,” replied Our Lady; “you shall 
get some clothes.” 

Samba had a brother who lived in Dakar, a large 
city where one makes fortune, perhaps, but where 
one forgets his own. But that day, Mary must have 
surely given him orders, for a few days later her 
claimant received a box of new clothes from his 
brother. 

The old man showed no sign of surprise in re- 
ceiving them. He immediately dressed and went 
to thank his celestial advocate. 


"I have come to thank my Mother. It is she 


who had these sent to me,”’ he explained in passing 
the convent. 


What was to be most admired? his simple faith? 
his ingenuous prayer? his unlimited confidence? his 
touching gratitude? 

Regenerating water flowed over the old man’s 
head. Samba became Charles and passed many 
more days and nights prostrated before the Tab- 
ernacle or at the feet of his beloved Mother. The 
angels witnessed the mystical colloquies between the 
sweet Virgin and the old man; then, one day began 
for Charles the colloquy without end in heaven. 

Who shall relate the miseries relieved, the suffer- 
ings alleviated, the hearts consoled by the com- 
passionate goodness of Mary! 


SR. MARY PAUL, W. S. 


OBITUARY 


Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
His Eminence, Cardinal Hayes. 


Monsignor McGolrick, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rev. Andrew Van de Werve, W.F., Urundi. 
Rev. Armand Riollier, W.F., Bukoba. 
Brother Cyprien, W.B., Uganda. 

Sister Mary Celine, W.S., Algers. 

Sister Francis of Borgia, W.S., Kisubi. 
Sister Mary Attracta, Bordentown, N. J. i 
Mrs. Louis Ouhamel, Southbridge, Mass. | 
Mr. Fred Broedel, Newark, N. J. 
Mr. Joseph Oehl, South River, N. J. 


Z R. I. P. 
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Oh, Those Foreigners ! 


T the dispensary, Sister was getting 

ready to put an end to the sufferings 

of one of her clients. A turn, then a 
pull of the forceps, and the tooth was out. 
So quick had been the operation, that 
the Negro was hardly conscious of the 
extraction. He cried and laughed at the 
same time. 


“You promised to send your son to 
school. Why does he not come?” asked 
Sister. 

“Oh,” replied the man, a little embar- 
rassed, "The mmere (native grain) would 
be eaten by the birds if he did not stay 
to watch it.” 

“All right! continued Sister, "Open your 
mouth.” 

So saying, she reversed the forceps so 
as to present the handle which had the 
shape of a hammer. The old pagan stood 
nonplussed while the Sister held the tooth 
between the thumb and index of the left 
hand and the hammer in the right. 


“Since you do not keep your word, I 
am going to put back your decayed 
tooth. ‘Open your mouth’, I said.” 

The scene became tragicomical. The 
poor fellow rolled himself on the ground, 
groaned, and promised everything. 

“Tomorrow, without fail—I assure you 

- swear to it—I will send my son— 
every day—do you hear—every day he 
will come. Do you want my wife, too? 
In the morning? In the afternoon? Just 
as you like.” 

“Well, send your son to begin with, we 
shall see about your wife later. But re- 
member, if you do not keep your word 
this time, you shall regret it.” 

Relieved, but not altogether over his 
emotion, the Negro got up slowly, picked 
up his stick and left grumbling: 

“Those Whites! Who gave them so 
much intelligence? With the same in- 
strument they are capable of pulling out 
a tooth and putting it back again. Oh, 
those Foreigners!"’ 


A Sacrifice 


There was question of sacrifices—giving to 
God what costs us most. “What costs us most!” 
rang for a long time in the ears of little Chira, 
who was very proud of her long black curls. Then, 
one day she decidedly approached Sister, with a 
pair of scissors almost as big as herself, and smil- 
ingly requested: “Sister, please cut my curls; I want 
to give them to God.” 
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In Search of the Truth 


OME weeks ago an old man, who 
appeared exhausted from a long 
journey on foot, asked to be admit- 

ted to the hospital at Biskra. 

His name was Sidi-Hadj. After we had 
talked to him we were aware that he 
was different from the Arabs whom we 
usually come in contact with. The story 
he told us accounted for his good man- 
ners and dignified bearing. 


He was a famous Marabout and he 
had made the pilgrimage to Mecca five 
times; he had visited Jerusalem and the 
Holy Places. 


“What were you seeking in these wan- 
derings which have made of you an old 
man before your time?” asked one of the 
Missionary Fathers. 

“I was seeking God.” 

“And have you found Him?” 

“Not yet.” 

The Father instructed him and it was 
in our holy religion that he found peace 
and the happy ending of his long quest. 
His faith was complete and his gratitude 
knew no bounds. 

One day he said to his nurse: 

“What is your name, Sister?” 

“Why do you want to know my name?” 
she asked. 

‘Because, you see, when I die, God will 
ask me who was kind to me on earth 
and I shall want to tell Him of you.” 
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Religious Vocations are Evident Among Native Girls 


The White Sisters are initiating the Negro Girls to the Religious life in fourteen Native 
Novitiates. Below is Princess Augustina one of the first girls of Tanganyka to consecrate her 
life to God. She was seven years old when she heard of God for the first time. In 1935 she 
celebrated her silver jubilee of religious profession. 


OMETIMES there is a fierce struggle in the young heart which is tempted with other 

desires; but at the bottom of it, confusedly at first, then more imperiously, a feeling 

of overwhelming love makes itself known and consequently forces the heart to 
make the right choice. . 

“Wherever I went,” said a young novice, "I heard these words in my heart: ‘You 
must work for God alone.’ I could not leave my mother so I did not listen to this voice 
within me. Afterwards I had no more peace of mind until I finally listened and now I 
am glad that I obeyed the Voice.” 

The story of a young girl of Tanganyka is worth quoting. 

Sixteen year old Monica, a gay, intelligent girl with all the qualities necessary for 
an ideal wife and mother, attended the convent school at Kayambi. She was betrothed 
to a young man worthy of her love but the attraction of virginity pursued her. She there- 
fore sought to break her engagement in order to enter the religious life. The following is 
the translation of her letter: 


Dear Daniel, 

I have heard the voice of God calling me to himself. 1, who loved you so much will still 
love you, but as a brother. 1 am not angry with 
you, nor am I leaving you because you have 
said or done anything wrong. I would surely 
have married you if God had not chosen me jor 
His very own, Tell me, Daniel, can I| refuse 
Him? Is He not my Master? 

I will pray that you may find a good wife and 
you must pray that I will be faithful to my voca- 
tion. I repeat that I have no ill feelings against 
you, and | know that you will not be angry 
with me. 

Your ex-fiancee, Monica 


The next day she received the following: 
Dear Monica, 


Though | am suffering terribly, for my heart 
is broken, | do not oppose your decision to give 
yourself to God. You belonged to Him before 
you belonged to me. He created you so you 
are His property. I have not the right to take 
forcibly what belongs to another, Therefore, 
do not change your mind. Don’t worry about 
my. sorrow for | am nothing. Just follow God’s 
calling courageously. 

I will pray that you will know how to serve 
God best. Go in peace. But by your prayers 
you must obtain for me a wife as good as you; 
so that | may have peace in my home - the 
peace of God. 

We will meet again in Heaven. I am glad 
that you are not angry with me; nevertheless, 1 
am sad but resigned to God’s holy will. 


Yours, Daniel 


These lines need no comment. 
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The Virtues of Guy de Fontgalland 


By Rev. L. L. McReavy, M. A. 


$6 E GAVE NOT 

the slightest 

sign. -of 
greed,” says his gov- 
erness, “and would for- 
get his afternoon snack, 
if it was not mentioned 
to him. He would often 
leave his place at table 
before the sweet or the 
dessert with the remark: 
‘I'm not hungry,’ and wouldn't even take 
a ‘bon-bon.’ I used to make fun of him and 
call him ‘Glorified Body.’ And sometimes 
at night after spending a vigorous day in 
the country in pursuit of butterflies or in- 
sects, he would be ready to drop with 
sleep, and had to be helped up to bed 
and undressed, limp, and eyes half closed. 
But as soon as | had him ready, and 
whispered: ‘Guy, your prayers,’ up he 
would jump on to his knees in bed, and 
go through the lot without any abbre- 
viations.”’ 

“He was extremely mortified,’’ says his 
mother, “and that so simply that one 
would hardly suspect it. At home, he 
never asked for a drink between meals, 
even on the hottest days of summer. At 
school, for the four o'clock snack, he used 
to take a dry roll of bread, and never 
allowed his mother to put in some dainties 
to eat with it. He had permission during 
summer to drink from the school fountain, 
but never made use of it. Occasionally 
during class a pal would pass him a cara- 
mel or a chocolate, and the next day 
when the maid came to brush up his 
things, she would find the forgotten sweets 
squashed into an unholy mess in the 
little fellow’s pockets.” 

One day he had to take an unpalatable 
medicine, one of those noisome concoc- 
tions which are the bane of childhood and 
which fond mothers usually disguise with 


For its seventh anniversary the MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF 
AFRICA comes to its readers under a new form. Despite its humbleness, 
echoes have continually reached us that it was liked and eagerly awaited. jf 
No doubt, it is due to the fact that like Our Lady herself, it has remained 
in the background. Therefore, we trust that the new form of Our Lady’s 
MESSENGER, which still holds to the lowest place, will receive the approba- —j} 


tion of all and be instrumental in making known and loved her missions. 


syrup and orange juice. He was taking 
it neat. 

“Now drink it quickly, dear; gulp it 
down, and you won't get the nasty taste.” 

Guy grinned, took a sip, and then 
stopped to get the full benefit of it. 

“Hurry, hurry,” the mother insisted 
anxiously. 

“But, mother, I want to make a little 
sacrifice for Jesus.’ And so, very slowly, 
he sipped the nasty stuff to the dregs. 

But all these petty sacrifices pale betore 
the supreme sacrifice, the sacrifice of his 
life. Mortification means dying, and 
Guy's life during its last three years was 
a living death. He was to die soon; he 
did not know when, or how, or where, but 
only that it was near. And the excru- 
ciating part of it was that he alone knew, 
and dare not tell. It speaks volumes there- 
fore for his spirit of mortification and com- 
plete detachment, that through it all he 
remained cheery, playful and ready to 
join in all the merriment of children’s 
parties, Christmas festivities, Circus shows, 
and plays given at the ‘Little People’s 
Theatre’’ and elsewhere. It was with 
much the same spirit that our English 
martyrs smiled, joked, and made merry 
under the shadow of death. Theirs was a 
grimmer prospect, but allowance made for 
age, it required no greater sangfroid. ''God 
loveth a cheerful giver,’ and S. Francis 
taught us long enough ago that sanctity 
can get along without sour looks; but we 
are dull disciples. 

Guy was even sober in his devotions. 
He had very little time for the trimmings, 
and went instead straight to the essentials. 
Without realising it, he had the liturgical 
instinct in a way uncommon to childhood, 
and I am not surprised to note that several 
Benedictines have already hailed him 
publicly as a spiritual brother. 

( To be continued ) 
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Blessed Are the Pure of Heart 


ARIA, a little negress, was preparing for her first 
confession. Sister noticed her worried expression 
and went to help her: 

“Don't be afraid, God is so good!” 

“T am not afraid,” replied little Maria, “but I have tried 
and tried and I can’t find any sins.” 

“Oh, if that's all,” said Sister, ‘come and I will help 
you to find some.” And Sister began a little examination 
of conscience: 

“Disobedience .. . 

2 “Oh, that would have caused mother so much pain. 
$4 How could I have disobeyed her?” 
; “Played in church . . . laughed with your companions.” 

“No,” ascertained Maria quite decidely. When the 
others want to play I move away from them.” 

“Told a lie - a little white lie - to escape punishment.” 

“To tell a lie and go to hell! Oh, never!’ 

The examination continued for a moment but Maria could find no sins. 

Sister was a little perplexed; she sent her to Father Superior with an explanatory 
note saying that the child seemed very sincere. 

Maria was only a short time gone when she returned beaming with joy. She was 
to make her First Communion on the morrow. In sharing the child's happiness, Sister 
also rejoiced in thinking of the joy of our Lord on entering the pure heart of this child. 
SISTER ALOYSE 
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The Spirit of the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
( Concluded from page 5 ) 


“In order to draw down upon itself protection from on high, this newly formed Con- 
gregation is placed under the patronage of Our Lady of Africa.” 

Devotion to the most Blessed Virgin Mary, a true, confiding devotion is considered 
a very special mark of the spirit of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. 

The Founder never ceased to exhort his sons and daughters to practise humility, 
obedience, devotedness and the faithful discharge of their daily duties but more es- 
pecially did he insist upon their mutual love for each other, so much so, that he gave 
as his last recommendation the one without which all others would be useless, the 
recommendation of the aged Apostle of Ephesus. 

“Love one another.” 

“Be of one heart and one soul. In this way only can you have the grace and the strength 
necessary to struggle against trial and difficulty.” 

This fraternal charity, which was the badge of the first Christians, Cardinal Lavigerie 
considered absolutely indispensable for the success of the Apostolic work and he de- 
sired so earnestly to see it flourish among his children that, if he could, he would have 
knelt before each to beg that this spirit be maintained interiorly and exteriorly. 

He rejoiced that his motto “Charity’’ would remain a constant reminder to his 
children to be revived each time that their gaze would fall on the name and the Coat 
of Arms of their Father. 

Such is in brief the spirit bequeathed to the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters 
of Our Lady of Africa. And what is this spirit if not that of the Gospel? Love of God 
and of one’s neighbor sums up the whole law which Jesus Christ taught and of which 
He gave us the example from Bethlehem to Calvary in detachment, work and devoted- 
ness even to death in the cause of souls. 


Cardinal Lavigerie tells us: 

“The only law is the Gospel, Law of order and charity combined.” 

And since this law of the Gospel which sometimes commands, sometimes counsels 
is at present so bitterly opposed, so shamefully contradicted, may it at least be under- 
stood and practised by religious souls and missionaries! 

May it be so of you, White Sisters of tomorrow! 


lo 
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Nomenclature of the Missions 


in Which Che White Sisters Labor 


ALGERIA 


Mother House 
Algiers 4 missions 
Ain-el-Arba 
Attafs 

Birkadem 
Birmandries 
El-Affroun 
Maison Carree 


TUNISIA 
Bizirte 
Carthage 
Kairouan 
Marsa 
Souk-el-Arba 
Thibar 


Tunis 


ATLAS MOUNTAINS 
Akbou 
Beni-Mengallet 2 missions 
Bou Noh 
Djemaa-Saharidj 
Tril-Ali 
Ouad’ hias 
QOued- Aissi 
Taguemount-Azouz 
Tizi-Ouzou 


SAHARA 


Ain-Sefra 

Biskra 2 missions 
El-Golea 

Ghardaia 

Geryville 

Laghouat 2 missions 
Ouargla 

Touggourt 


GOLD COAST 


Navronga 


SOUDAN 


Bamako 2 missions 
Bodo-Dioulasso 

Kita 

Koupela 

Mandyakuy 
Quagadougou 2 missions 
Segou 


KENYA COLONY 
Mangu 
Mombasa 


NYASSALAND 


Bembeke 
Kachebere 
Mua 
Ntakataka 


TANGANYKA 
TERRITORY 


Bukumbi 
Kagonda 
Kala 

Kate 
Karema 
Kigoma 
Kisa 

Mary Hill 
Mbulu 
Mugana 
Mwansa 
Mwazzie 
Ndala 
Oujiji 
Ukerewe 
Ushirombo 
Soume 
Tabora 
Zimba 


UGANDA 


Bwanda 
Hoima 
Kisoubi 
Roubaga 
Toro 

Villa Maria 


RHODESIA 


Cilubi 
Cilubula 
Kayambi 
Lubwe 
Minga 


BELGIUM CONGO 


Albertville 2 missions 
Baudoinville 
Bobandana 
Bunya 
Kamisuku 
Kasonga 
Katanga 

La Fomulac 
Logo 
Loulenga 
Mpala 


RWANDA URUNDI 


Astrida 
Bouhonga 
Issavi 2 missions 
Kabgaye 
Katara 
Muguera 
Muyaga 
Nyonda 
Rwasa 
Usumbura 
Zaza 


In these 108 missions the White Sisters conduct 28 hospitals, 23 Maternity Hospitals, 
27 Baby Welfare Centers, 95 dispensaries, 10 Leper Colonies and visit the sick at domicile. 
Thus, through the care of the body, souls are won for God. Then for the moral and 
social education of the women and girls the Sisters also conduct 49 workrooms, 102 schools 
— primary, high and normal — 47 orphanages, catechetical classes at the missions and, to 


lead chosen souls to the state of perfection, 14 native Novitiates. 


In order to maintain all these spiritual and corporal works of mercy, the White Sisters 
have recruiting houses, procures and sanatariums in BELGIUM, CANADA, ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, GERMANY, and HOLLAND. 


Would you not like to help in their works and share their merits? 


See inside of front cover. 
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The Arab begger begs for the life of his 


body, but the White Sisters beg for the life of 
his soul. 
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